Only 33% of visits for skin disease in the US in 1995 were to dermatologists: is decreasing the number of dermatologists the appropriate response?
The National Ambulatory Medical Care Survey conducted in 1995 provides an assessment of ambulatory medical practice including diagnoses, physician specialties, and insurance information. The National Center for Health Statistics collected data from non-federally employed physicians of all specialties using their standardized sampling technique. The database was reviewed for aspects of visits for skin diseases for all patients. The total number of visits for dermatologic disease in 1995 was estimated to be 22.0 million. 21.7% of these were first time visits and 24.3% were referrals. The leading dermatologic diagnoses in 1995 in order of frequency were acne, contact dermatitis, hypertrophic and atrophic conditions of skin, viral warts, malignant neoplasm of skin, benign neoplasm of skin, psoriasis, cellulitis and abscess, disorders of skin and subcutaneous tissue, and localized superficial swelling/mass/lump. Dermatology led all specialties in providing 32. 6% of the dermatologic outpatient care in 1995, followed by general/family medicine (22.7%), internal medicine (12.8%), pediatrics (11.2%), and all other specialties (20.7%). Of the visits to dermatologist in 1995, 3.78% were paid for by Medicaid. This paper presents dermatologic information pertaining to insurance, first time visits, referrals, diagnoses, and physician specialties.